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Pollinator Park and the Luzerne Foundation

From Amanda Gallagher <agallagher@fortyfort.org>
Date Wed 7/8/2026 5:55 PM
To  Bonnie Arnone <barnone@fortyfort.org>; Cara Devine <cdevine@fortyfort.org>

[ﬂJ 1 attachment (22 KB)

Draft Thoughts of a General Resolution.docx:

Hello Cara and Bonnie!

| wanted to share this with you both in the hopes of getting your opinion and seeing if you'd like to set
up a meeting with Paul (if you feel it necessary).

Cara, thank you for the suggestion of reaching out to the Luzerne Foundation!

| spoke with Paul Oswald, the COO, today. They are a charitable fund, a "back office "if you will, and
they help nonprofits and government entities by providing a tax deductible, IRS compliant fund that
we could use to keep our funds in to pay for the pollinator garden. Paul said that Dallas is doing
something similar.

A couple things to note:

1- The borough would be the beneficiary of the funds, and all funds would be for the pollinator
garden.

2- We need to choose advisors, essentially people who can take money out and put money in. My
initial thought would be Bonnie, myself and Sarah Solomon, but I'm not sure what is protocol.

3- Money goes out one of two ways- as a grant, which is not what we would be doing, or as a
charitable expense, which is the category we fall into. For example, if we bought 50 yards of
mulch from Edwards garden center, they could Invoice us and then we would submit the
invoice to the foundation for payment.

4- The foundation takes 2% of the money that we keep in our account for their administrative
costs. | think that's more than fair given that they'd be doing all the work.

I did my best explaining this...I hope it makes sense- and asking him questions today. | wasn't sure if
that was enough to get it on the docket for a resolution to vote on it in the next voting session.
Unfortunately, | will not be at the work session because | will be traveling to Boston, but | am happy
to call in or Bonnie if you were comfortable presenting this as is, we could do that as well.

If either of you think it would be a good idea to set up a meeting to learn more. | am happy to try and
do that as well. This seems like a great opportunity to make sure that everything is done properly and
of course, trying also not add more to your plate, Bonnie because it's already so incredibly full!

| look forward to your feedback. Thank you, ladies!
Amanda

From: Paul Oswald <paul@luzernefoundation.org>
Sent: Wednesday, 08 july 2026 14:41:07



To: Amanda Gallagher <agallagher@fortyfort.org>
Subject: RE: TLF Website Contact Form Submission

Here is a draft of thoughts for a potential resolution.

Here for Good.™

Paul J. Oswald

Chief Operating Officer

The Luzerne Foundation

34 South River Street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
paul@luzernefoundation.org
Office: 570.822.2065

Cell: 570.578.8927

Fax: 570.300.1712

Home - The Luzerne Foundation
Office Directions

From: The Luzerne Foundation <noreply@luzfdn.org>
Sent: Tuesday, July 7, 2026 2:54 PM

To: Information <info@luzfdn.org>

Subject: TLF Website Contact Form Submission

From:

Amanda Gallagher
agallagher@fortyfort.org
3027504346

Message Body:

Hello!

My name is Amanda Gallagher, and | serve on the Forty Fort Borough Council. I'm working with a resident to
begin and create our first ever Forty Fort Pollinator Park using a borough-owned piece of property. We are
hoping to raise funds to help with the initial setup (for example, installing a water source, gravel, benches, etc)
and ongoing maintenance (for example, watering and purchasing plants).

Our Council VP, Cara Devine, suggested | reach out to see if this is something that the foundation can assist
with, or point us in the right direction. We want to ensure that any and all donations are handled properly.

| appreciate your help and look forward to hearing from you.

Best regards,

Amanda Gallagher

This e-mail was sent from a contact form on The Luzerne Foundation (https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?
a=https%3a%2f%2fluzernefoundation.org&c=E,1,16fdz)zKvWUm6irMcWx3LyMalGun-




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF , LUZERNE
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
LUZERNE FOUNDATION TO ESTABLISH A CHARITABLE COMPONENT FUND
FOR THE BENEFIT OF PARKS, GREEN SPACE, AND PUBLIC RECREATION
AREAS WITHIN THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of recognizes the importance of maintaining,
improving, and expanding public parks, green spaces, and recreational areas for the health,
safety, and welfare of its residents; and

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to provide a mechanism for residents, businesses, and
supporters to contribute financially toward the enhancement of such public amenities; and

WHEREAS, The Luzerne Foundation is a nonprofit community foundation that facilitates
charitable giving and manages funds for the benefit of communities throughout Luzerne County;
and

WHEREAS, The Luzerne Foundation has the capacity to establish and administer a charitable
component fund dedicated specifically to the Borough of for a nominal fee; and

WHEREAS, such a fund would allow for the collection, management, and distribution of
donated funds to support the purchase of real estate by the Borough of as well as
the maintenance and development of parks, green spaces, and related improvements within the
Borough;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of hereby
authorizes the establishment of a partnership with The Luzerne Foundation for the purpose of
creating a charitable component fund to benefit the Borough;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said fund shall be designated for the receipt of donations
and contributions to be used exclusively for the acquisition of property by the Borough as well as
the maintenance, improvement, and development of parks, green spaces, landscaping, and
recreational areas within Borough;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Borough officials are authorized to work collaboratively
with The Luzerne Foundation to finalize the terms, naming, and administration of the fund in
accordance with applicable laws and best practices;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council encourages residents, businesses,
and community stakeholders to contribute to the fund in support of enhancing the quality of life
within the Borough;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this partnership shall be entered into the official records
of Borough and shall take effect immediately upon adoption.



DULY ADOPTED this day of . 2026, by the Borough Council of
, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.




