
 

  ORDINANCE NO. 1 of 2025 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF FORTY FORT, LUZERNE 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING AND ADOPTING THE 2024 
EDITION OF THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE.  

 
BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Forty Fort Borough Council, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same as follows: 

 
ITEM 1. Adoption of International Fire Code 

 
Except to the extent otherwise adopted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as part of 
the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code, that a certain document, a copy of which is 
on file in the Office of the Forty Fort Borough Secretary, being marked and designated as 
the "International Fire Code, 2024 edition", including Appendix Chapters A through M, 
inclusive, as published by the International Code Council, be and is hereby adopted as the 
Fire Code of the Borough of Forty Fort, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania; for regulating and 
governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising 
from the storage, handling and use of hazardous substances, material and devices, and 
from conditions hazardous to the life or property in the building or premises as herein 
provided; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each 
and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said Fire Code on 
file in the office of the Secretary of the Borough of Forty Fort which are hereby referred to, 
adopted, and made part hereof, as if fully set out in the ordinance, with the additions, 
insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed in Section 2 of this ordinance. 
 
ITEM 2. Adoption of Successive Editions. 
 
All successive editions of the International Property Maintenance Code, as published by 
the International Code Council, shall replace the previous edition, with consideration to 
the revisions under Section 3 
 

 
ITEM 3. That the following sections are hereby revised: 

 
Section 101. Scope and General Requirements 

 
Section 101.1 Title Shall be amended to read: 

"These regulations shall be known as the Fire Code of Forty Fort Borough, 
hereinafter referred to as "this code" 

 



 

Section 101.2.1 Appendices 

Shall be amended to read: 

"The provisions of Appendices A through M contained herein are hereby 
adopted." 

 
Section 105 Permits 

 
Section 105.1.1 Permits required 

 
The following paragraph shall be added: 

 
"Permits required by this code shall be obtained from the fire code official. Permit 
fees shall be set by Resolution, from time to time, by the Forty Fort Borough 
Council and shall be paid prior to the issuance of the permit. Issued permits shall 
be kept on the premises designated therein at all times and shall be readily available 
for inspection by the fire code official." 

 
Section 109 Violations  

Section 109.4 Violation Penalties Shall be amended to read: 

Persons who shall violate a provision of this code or fail to comply with any of the 
requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, alter, repair or do work in violation 
of the approved construction documents or directive of the fire code official, or of 
a permit or certificate used under provisions of this code, shall, upon conviction 
thereof before any Magisterial District Judge in a summary proceeding, be 
sentenced for each such violation to pay a fine not exceeding $1,000, and costs of 
such proceedings, and in default thereof to undergo imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding 30 days. Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been 
served shall be deemed a separate offense. 

 
Section 111 Stop Work Order 

 
Section 111.4 Failure to Comply Shall be amended to read: 

 
Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work order, 
except such work as the person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall pay a fine to Borough of Forty Fort of not 
more than $1,000, plus costs of prosecution. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
Section 113 Fees 

 
Section 113.2 Schedule of Permit Fees 

Shall be amended to read: 

A fee for each permit or inspection shall be paid as required, in accordance with 
the schedule as established by the applicable governing authority. Failure of 
any person to comply with the payment of fees shall, upon conviction thereof, 
shall be sentenced to a fine of not more than $1,000 plus costs. 

 
Section 307 Open Burning, Recreational Fires and Portable Outdoor Fireplaces. 

 
Section 307.1.1 Prohibited open burning  

The following shall be added: 

Exceptions. For fire pits and fireplaces, all the following must apply:  
1) Shall be constructed of non-combustible material  
2) The noncombustible container shall be assembled, installed and used in 
accordance with manufacturer's specifications, requirements, instructions or in 
accordance with the Fire Chief or Chief Engineer and the Code Enforcement 
Officer's requirements.  
3) Shall be a minimum of four inches above the floor or ground unless constructed 
of masonry materials which completely cover the ground. Shall be a minimum of 
four feet from any tree lawn, sidewalk, street and alley.  
4) Shall be a minimum of eight feet from any structure, or a minimum of three feet 
from any structure provided there is a minimum five pound " ABC" dry-chemical 
fire extinguisher within five feet of the fire.  
5) Shall be attended at all times.  
6) Must be completely covered with a non-combustible 1/2 -inch or smaller screen 
mesh.  
 
No permit shall be required to assemble or use a commercially manufactured, non-
permanent fire pit.  

 



 

 
Section 505 Premises Identification 

 
 Section 505.1 Address Identification  

Shall be amended to read: 

New and existing buildings shall be provided with an approved address 
identification complying with ‘Chapter 5, Subchapter A, International Property 
Maintenance Code’ in the Forty Fort Borough Code of Ordinances. 

 
ITEM 4. REPEALER 

 
All Ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent herewith, are 
hereby repealed. 

 
 

ITEM 5. SEVERABILITY 
 

If any provision of this ordinance is held invalid, said invalidity shall not affect 
any other provision or application of this ordinance. 

 
 

ITEM 6. AMENDMENT TO BOROUGH CODE 
 

The Articles hereby adopted shall be deemed to be incorporated into the Forty 
Fort Borough Code so that references to the Code shall be understood and 
intended to include such changes. 

 
ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 3rd Day of February, 2025. 

 
 

 
 

  
Attest: 
 
______________________________________             ___________________________________ 
Michele Pascarella, Secretary                                         Thomas J. Murray, III, Council President 
 
 
_______________________________________   
Mayor Brian Thomas 


	ORDINANCE NO. 1 of 2025
	Section 101. Scope and General Requirements
	Section 105 Permits
	Section 113 Fees
	Section 307 Open Burning, Recreational Fires and Portable Outdoor Fireplaces.
	Section 505 Premises Identification
	ITEM 4. REPEALER
	ITEM 5. SEVERABILITY
	ITEM 6. AMENDMENT TO BOROUGH CODE


