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West Nile Virus Positive Samples in Luzerne County

From Lauren Holder <lauren@luzcd.org>
Date Wed 7/15/2026 1:16 PM

To Lauren Holder <lauren@luzcd.org>

[l]J 2 attachments (996 KB)
West Pittston Borough WNV Positive.pdf; Wyoming Borough WNV Positive.pdf;

Good Afternoon,

| am writing to inform you of West Nile Virus positive samples in both West Pittston Borough and Wyoming
Borough. Below you will see information about municipalities sampled so far by our program this year and
virus detection highlighted in red. Now that we have detected West Nile Virus in the county, | will be
distributing this email update to municipalities bi-weekly. We are continuing to monitor through larval and
adult surveillance to help diminish the potential spread of West Nile. Please encourage residents in your
municipality to remove standing water from property. Artificial habitat such as bird baths, tires, unsealed rain
barrels, children's toys, wheelbarrows, or anything else that holds stagnant water for more than 4 days can
begin to breed mosquitoes. Cleaning up larval habitat can have one of the largest impacts on mosquito
populations!

I am attaching some PDFs to pass along to residents for municipalities where WNV was detected. | am
encouraging residents to take the following precautions:

e Stay indoors during peak mosquito hours (dusk to dawn)
e Wear long sleeves, pants, and closed toes shoes, if possible.

® Wear EPA registered repellents.

If you are interested in learning more, | would be happy to arrange an educational event in your area — just let
me know!

Thank you,

Lauren



Municipalities Surveyed:

* Ashley Boro

* Avoca Boro

+ Bear Creek Twp

* Bear Creek Village
Boro

 Butler Twp

« Dallas Boro

« Dallas Twp

* Dennison Twp

* Duryea Boro

» Edwardsville Boro

 Exeter Boro

* Forty Fort Boro

* Hanover Twp

+ Hazle Twp

 Hazleton City

 Hollenback Twp

« Hunlock Twp

* Kingston Boro

* Kingston Twp

* Larksville Boro
 Nanticoke City

« Pittston City

« Pittston Twp

* Plains Twp

* Plymouth Boro

* Plymouth Twp

+ Swoyersville Boro

« Warrior Run Boro

» West Hazleton Boro
» West Pittston Boro
* West Wyoming Boro
« Wilkes-Barre City

» Wilkes-Barre Twp

> Wyoming Boro

* Yatesville Boro



« Jackson Twp

*Municipalities in red above indicate a virus positive mosquito sample*

**Not all samples collected during this time period have been tested at the
time of this email**

Surveillance
Strategies:

Mosquito Team members
dip for larval and pupal
mosquitoes and set Gravid
and BG traps for the
collection of adult
mosquitoes, so don’t be

surprised if you see one of A gravid trap utilized by Luzerne
these tI_'aPS LELHOUE Conservation District
municipality!

Prevent Mosquito
Breeding:

Please remove unnecessary
artificial containers around
municipal buildings. Please
empty out other containers
and consider treating or
drilling holes in larger ones.
Please contact us with any
concerns or for guidance.

Water in old tires can serve as ideal
breeding habitat for mosquitoes



How to lower your
risk of mosquito-
borne disease
transmission:

* Avoid being outside at
dawn and dusk

Wear an EPA registered
repellent

Wear long, loose-fitting
shirts and pants
Remove standing water
around property

Mosquito Team:

Lauren Holder - Program
Coordinator

Julia Graziano - Seasonal
Technician

Logan Dickson - Seasonal
Technician

Keith George - Deputy
Director

mdc@luzernecd.org

(670)674-7991 x1009

An EPA guide to finding the right
repellent




