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Permit Requirements

From Thomas Craig <tcraig@fortyfort.org>
Date Fri 10/4/2024 11:18 AM
To Thomas Murray <tmurray@fortyfort.org>; Bonnie Arnone <barnone@fortyfort.org>

Cc Lee Hampton <LHampton@fortyfort.org>

Greetings and Salutations.
No, you aren't being drafter.

Considering our financial status and how we stack up to other communities in the area, [ think | have a workable plan
to bring in a few shekels and get us more in line with our neighbors. It will require an ordinance amendment which will
need pre-approval from the Department of Labor & Industry.

We currently administer the Uniform Construction Code as it applies to commercial buildings and with additions, to
residential buildings. We made additions to the work requiring permits specified in Act 92 of 2004 as the Act exempted
most repairs and renovations made to residential buildings. Our ordinance requires permits for repairs and renovations
to residential structures with the following exceptions:

(a). Replacement of windows and doors when there is no change in the size of the existing opening.

(b). Re-roofing of less than 25% of the total existing roof square footage.

(c)_The replacement of any minor part of a water heater, boiler or furnace that does not alter the equipment; make
such equipment unsafe, or change the efficiency rating, electrical and plumbing requirements.

(d)_ Addition or replacement of siding on the exterior of the residential structure.

(e)_ Repair or replacement of any nonstructural portion of a deck, porch or stoop.

(f). Replacement of an appliance switch or receptacle with a switch or receptacle which is the same or has a like
rating.

(g). The addition of one appliance switch or receptacle.

(h)_ The repair or replacement of any nonstructural member.

(i) The repair or replacement of any sink, toilet, tub, shower or similar plumbing fixture without relocation of any drain
or venting device.

Several communities require permits for concrete and asphalt driveways and parking areas. | think we should do so as
well.

| propose we remove items a, b, d, e, g, h, and | from the list of exceptions. These items are governed by established
Codes and should therefore require permits. The fact that these permits will generate additional funds is a nice side
effect. Minor repairs such as replacing a piece of siding, interior trim or baseboard, and similar work.

Additionally, | was looking at the Borough’s Code and wonder if we are missing out on licensing contractors. It is my
understanding that since the Home Improvement Contractor Consumer Protection Act was enacted, we are not
allowed to license contractors to work on residential properties unless we had a licensing and testing program in place
prior to enactment of the HICPA. As | see it, § 5-221 thru § 5-231 provides for licensing and testing of plumbers. None
of my predecessors required plumbers to get licenses for residential work, so | may be misinterpreting the law. | will
request an opinion from Greg Skibitsky to determine if we can in fact license plumbers. This is the only trade specified
in the ordinance, so other trades would continue to be governed by the home improvement contractor registration
requirements.

If you agree with my ideas, please put it on the council work session agenda to get started, then | can approach L&l for
permission and, if granted we can go forward with amending the ordinance.

Thanks.

Thomas F. Crmj

BCO, Zoning / Code Enforcement Officer
Forty Fort Borough

1271 Wyoming Ave.

Forty Fort, PA 18704



