
 Forty Fort Borough 
Council Meeting 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
 

The September 8, 2026, meeting for Forty Fort Borough Council was held at the Forty Fort 
Borough Building, 1271 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA with president, Thomas J. Murray III 
presiding. 
 
Call to order  
 
Gavel strike of President of Council Thomas Murray called tonight’s meeting to order at 6:00 
PM.  
 
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Tom Morris led the prayer and Mayor Mary Ann Bottaro led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
 
President Thomas Murray ordered a roll call. Members in attendance were President Thomas 
Murray, Vice President Cara Devine, Sara Michaels, Kristy Pernot, David Seiminski, Tori Carey, 
Amanda Gallagher, Mayor Mary Ann Bottaro, Borough Manager Bonnie Arnone, Borough 
Secretary Michele Pascarella, Solicitor Greg Skibitsky, Code Enforcement Officer Matt Ogden 
and DPW Supervisor Rick Kamus. There were 39 visitors in attendance. 
 

Council will hear an appeal of the Shade Tree Commission decision for Gigapower on the 

placement of passive Optical cabinets at 117 River Street and opposite of 34 Mohawk Street Ed 

Rogers of Corning will be present. - Ed told Council and all residents present that the permits 

were all pulled and will not be where they originally thought that they would. Him and Rick 
Kamus will drive around and will find places to place the 3 cabinets (each cabinet will service 
500 homes) which will not be on any tree lawns. 
 
Attorney Skibitsky provided an update for Council and residents on the Civil Service 
Commission Lawsuit. 
 
 
Public Comments 
 
 Jacqueline Liqueri from 2 Seneca Place told Council about the safety of pulling out from Oneida 
to River Street. With parking close to the end of the road and people parking on the front lawn 
there is no safe way to pull out. Many residents have almost got into an accident. Chief 
Hunsinger will investigate this and let Council know. 
 
Lenny Ermack of 43 Yates Street asked Council if he can build a few benches and place them 
around Forty Fort. Council thanked him and let him know that he can go ahead and build them 
and place them wherever he and Rick Kamus decide.  
 
 
 



Consent Agenda 
 
Matters listed on the consent agenda have been referred to members of the Borough Council 
for reading and study, are routine and will be enacted by one motion of the Council. If separate 
discussion is desired, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda by Council action. The 
resolutions listed below are submitted by Borough Council for review and will be adopted by one 
motion. These items were presented to the council at the prior month’s work session for review. 
Motion to approve and/or accept the following consent agenda items: 
 

• 7/20/26 Council work session minutes 

• 8/3/26 Council meeting minutes 

• July 2026 Code Office Report 

• July 2026 Forty Fort Police Chief Report 

• July 2026 Treasurer’s Report 

• July 2026 Manager’s Time Sheets 

• July 2026 Kingston/Forty Fort Fire Chief Report 

• July 2026 Tax Collector Report 

• July 2026 Lee Hampton Property Management Report 

• 7/13/26 Shade Tree Commission meeting minutes 

• PFM monthly update 

• 5/19/26 WVSA meeting minutes 

• SPCA Report Jan-June 2026 
 

 A motion was made by Cara Devine to approve the consent agenda and seconded by Sara 
Michaels. All were in favor, motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
Council Action Items 
 
A motion was made by Cara Devine to pay all bills as presented and seconded by Amanda 
Gallagher. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Sara Michaels to remove the vote on Gigapower appeal to Shade Tree 
denial and was seconded by Cara Devine. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Sieminski to approve the 2027-203 CBA for Fire Fighter Robert 
Pugh and was seconded by Cara Devine. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Kristy Pernot to hire Kelsey Cunningham as a crossing guard and 
seconded by Tori Carey. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Sara Michaels to hire Thomas McCormick as a crossing guard and was 
seconded by Krist Pernot. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Amanda Gallagher to pass Resolution 7 of 2026- Pollinator Garden fund 
at Luzerne Foundation and was seconded by Tori Carey. All were in favor. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 



A motion was made by Sara Michaels to pass Resolution 8 of 2026- LSA Grant application for 
Luzerne County Historical Society renovations to the Dennison House and was seconded by 
Kristy Pernot. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Cara Devine to pass Resolution 9 of 2026-LSA grant application for 
adaptive park equipment and was seconded by Sara Michaels. All were in favor. Motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Amanda Gallagher to pass resolution 10 of 2026- LSA grant application 
for engineering study for long term road maintenance. All were in favor. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Amanda Gallagher to pass Resolution 11 of 2026-LSA grant for police 
cruiser and Intoximeter and was seconded by Cara Devine. All were in favor. Motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
A motion was made by Cara Devine to accept 2027 Pension MMO’s: 
Police-$139,907.00 
Fire-$0.00 
Non-Uniform-$82,600.00 
And was seconded by Dave Sieminski. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Dave Sieminski to reject the settlement demand of Robert Swaback, 
Robert Craig and Anthony Smith as stated in their attorney, G. Vincent Tese’s letter dated 
August 25, 2026. 
 Civil Service lawsuit judgement 
 Motion for Post Trial Relief 
 Proposed Order-Post Trial Relief 
 Bried ISO Motion for Post Trial Relief 
And was seconded by Cara Devine. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Old Business 
 
Response to 911 request for Butler Street address changes-Luzerne County was notified that 
Forty Fort Borough would not be initiating the changing of current addresses of Butler St. 
residents but would work with the county should an all-county endeavor take place. 
 
9/12/2026 Cemetery Walk/Race Event-River Street will be closed for approximately 1 hour. 
 
 
New Business 
 
2026 Fall Clean Up-Monday through Thursday October 19-22, 2026 
 
Community Wide Yard Sale-Saturday, October 3, 2026-email Chief Hunsinger with addresses 
 
Chief Hunsinger thanked Solicitor Skibitsky for updating everyone on the Civil Service 
Commission lawsuit and thanked him for providing the facts of the case and the outcome. 
 
Executive Session 



 
The meeting went into Executive Session at 7:13 PM to discuss Tuzinski litigation update and 
Police contract discussion. 
 
Adjournment  
 
Council reconvened at 8:00 PM and the meeting was adjourned by a motion from Ms. Devine & 
second by Mr. Sieminski. 
 
The next meeting will be a work session held on Monday, September 21, 2026, at 6:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Michele Pascarella 
Borough Secretary 
 

 
 

 
 
 


