Forty Fort Borough
Council Meeting
Monday August 3, 2026

The August 3, 2026, meeting for Forty Fort Borough Council was held at the Forty Fort Borough
Building, 1271 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA with president, Thomas J. Murray Il presiding.

Call to order

Gavel strike of President of Council Thomas Murray called tonight’s meeting to order at 6:00
PM.

Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

Reverend Lukesh lead the pray and Council President Thomas Murray Jr.; lead the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Roll Call

President Thomas Murray ordered a roll call. Members in attendance were President Thomas
Murray, Vice President Cara Devine, Sara Michaels, Kristy Pernot, David Seiminski, Tori Carey,
Amanda Gallagher, Borough Manager Bonnie Arnone, Borough Secretary Michele Pascarella,
Solicitor Greg Skibitsky, Code Enforcement Officer Matt Ogden and Lee Hampton. Borough
Mayor Mary Ann Bottaro was on the phone. There were 17 visitors in attendance.

Jonas Krass was unable to make the meeting to speak on a future STMP grant submission for
Forty Fort Borough and assistance with a plan for the Administration office. Set up search
Committee. (After the new business was discussed Amanda Gallagher, Cara Devine, Tom
Murray, Brian Thomas and Bonnie Arnone were named the committee)

Public Comments

Brian Thomas of 1124 Wyoming Avenue was present to answer questions from Council and/or
audience that had questions about the Planning Commission meeting with the Wyoming Valley
Children’s Association that took place on July 14, 2026.

Harry Spudus asked if GIGA Power rebutted the denial of the fiber optic cabinet from last
meeting. Council let him know there has been no contact since the denial.

Barb Wesneski of 80 Butler asked Council if 911 has reached out to other Boroughs since the
911 request for Butler Street address change was under old business on the agenda. Council
let her know they are not aware of 911 reaching out to Kingston on the change, President
Thomas J Murray lll said that the County needs to come up with a new plan for the whole 911
system as this is a bigger problem than just Forty Fort and Kingston.



Consent Agenda

Matters listed on the consent agenda have been referred to members of the Borough Council
for reading and study, are routine and will be enacted by one motion of the Council. If separate
discussion is desired, the item will be removed from the Consent Agenda by Council action. The
resolutions listed below are submitted by Borough Council for review and will be adopted by one
motion. These items were presented to the council at the prior month’s work session for review.
Motion to approve and/or accept the following consent agenda items:

6/15/26 Council work session minutes

7/6/26 Council meeting minutes

June 2026 Code Office Report

June 2026 Forty Fort Police Chief Report

June 2026 Treasurer’s Report

June 2026 Manager’'s Time Sheets

June 2026 Kingston/Forty Fort Fire Chief Report
June 2026 Tax Collector Report

June 2026 Lee Hampton Code Report

7/14/26 Planning Commission meeting minutes

A motion was made by Cara Devine to approve the consent agenda and seconded by Amanda
Gallagher. All were in favor, motion passed unanimously.

Council Action Items

A motion was made by Cara Devine to pay all bills as presented and seconded by Dave
Sieminski. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Cara Devine to pass Resolution 6 to apply for a STMP grant for road
restoration study and was seconded by Saa Michaels. All were in favor. Motion passed
unanimously.

A motion was made by Cara Devine to approve the resignation of Thom Craig as Code/Zoning
officer and was seconded by Kristy Pernot. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Cara Devine to appoint Matt Ogden as Zoning Officer, Code
Enforcement Officer and Floodplain Administrator and was seconded by Kristy Pernot. All were
in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Amanda Gallagher to approve the 2025 Audit Report and was seconded
by Dave Sieminski. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Cara Devine to approve a 30-day extension for 900 Rutter Ave. lot
consolidation and was seconded by Sarsa Michaels. All were in favor. Motion passed
unanimously.

A motion was made by Cara Devine to approve the fireworks at the 2026 National Night Out
event and was seconded by Amanda Gallagher. All were in favor. Motion passed unanimously.



A motion was made by Tori Carey to approve the Land Development Plan for the Wyoming
Valley Children’s Association and was seconded by Sara Michaels. All were in favor. Motion
passed unanimously.

Old Business

Pollinator Garden Project- Amanda Gallagher and Sara Solomon applied for two Luzerne
County grants today Monday August 3, 2026. If the grant is awarded $20,000.00 will be given
for 2026 and $20,000.00 for 2027. Amanda and Sara also met with the Luzerne County
Foundation to set up an account for people to donate.

911 request for Butler Street-will be discussed again at August work session.

Delinquent Recycle Fees- Dave Sieminski let everyone know that Forty Fort is over $14,000.00
in unpaid recycle fees. Will discuss further on how to get everyone to comply with this fee.
New Business

Forty Fort Borough Cemetery Walk- Saturday, September 12, 2026, at 9:00 AM

Jacobi yearly report

Executive Session

The meeting went into Executive Session at 6:45 PM to discuss Fire CBA for Robert Pugh.
Council re-convened from Executive Session at 7:15 PM.

Adjournment

Motion by Ms. Devine to adjourn at 7:15 PM and second by Mr. Sieminski.

The next meeting will be a work session held on Monday, August 17, 2026, at 6:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Michele Pascarella
Borough Secretary



