
FORTY FORT BOROUGH 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2024 
 

 The February work session of the Forty Fort Borough Council was held on Tuesday, February 20, 
2024 at the Borough Bldg., 1271 Wyoming Ave., with President, Thomas J. Murray, III, presiding. 
 
 Mr. Murray called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the following council members present:  
Phil Mertz, Frank Mazza, David Sieminski, Kristy Dadurka, Sarah Michaels & Cara Devine on the phone.  
Also present were Mayor Brian Thomas, Atty. Greg Skibitsky, Chief Dan Hunsinger, Code Officer Tom 
Craig, DPW Supervisor, Rick Kamus & Borough Manager Bonnie Arnone. 
 
 Mayor Thomas led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
RESIDENTS & TAXPAYERS COMMENTS: 
 
 Chris Moore, 1500 Murray St., stated that he would like to be considered as a replacement on 
the Planning Commission following the resignation of Jeff Orpin.  This will be voted upon at the March 4, 
2024 meeting. 
 
 Numerous individuals were in attendance to protest the planned closing of the Municipal pool 
this year.  Nine people spoke at the podium asking council to re-consider the closing. Four people voiced 
their appreciation of those wishing to keep the pool open but voiced concerns such as raised taxes in 
order to do so on an aging structure. 
 
 Megan Schneider, 1519 Wyoming Ave., reported that there is continuously a group of young 
people at the park that bully other youngsters.  She has reported this to the police, but they have 
explained that she and her son would need to testify in court if she were to press charges.  Chief 
Hunsinger was asked to have his officers more present at the park. 
 
 Mr. Craig told council that FEMA has completed the new Flood Maps for our area.  Forty Fort 
Borough is mandated to prepare a new Flood Plain Ordinance which must be passed and in place by 
June 27, 2024 in order for residents to obtain their flood insurance.  This will be on the agenda for the 
March 4, 2024 meeting to advertise. 
 
 Ms. Arnone reported to council that there will be a motion on the table at the March 4, 2024 
meeting to pay Cleveland Brothers $237,898.00 for a Composting Wheel Loader purchased through the 
DEP 902 Grant received by the Borough.  Once payment has been made, a reimbursement request will 
be sent to DEP for payment of their share of the grant which will be less $23,792.00 which represents 
the Borough’s share of this grant. 
 
 Due to constantly rising costs with Comcast, Ms. Arnone reported to council that a quote has 
been received from NexLine, which is a local communications company.  Their quote is for all telephone 
& Fax services to the borough and will save the Borough over $500.00 every month.  Comcast will 
remain as the fiber internet provider for the borough.  This will be on the agenda for a vote at the March 
4, 2024 meeting. 
 
 



 
COUNCIL REPORTS: 
 
 All council expressed their gratitude to those who came to tonight’s meeting to discuss issues 
surrounding the pool and stated that they were equally disappointed that the pool would be closed this 
year.  They have a fiduciary responsibility to all taxpayers of the Borough to spend tax dollars wisely for 
the benefit of all.  With the low memberships at the pool over the past few years, the rising costs of 
chemicals and the deterioration at the pool that will need to be addressed, it would their duty to make 
this difficult decision. 
 
 Meeting was adjourned to Executive Session to discuss DPW Personnel issues at 7:45 PM. 
 
 Council re-convened from Executive Session at 8:15 PM and adjourned the work session. 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
     Bonnie Arnone 
     Borough Manager 
 


