
FORTY FORT BOROUGH 
COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

MONDAY, JULY 20, 2026 
 

 The July work session of the Forty Fort Borough council was held on Monday, July 20, 2026, at 
the Borough building, 1271 Wyoming Ave., Forty Fort, PA with council president, Thomas J. Murray, III, 
presiding. 
 
 President Murray called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the following council members 
present:  Tori Carey, Cara Devine, Dave Sieminski, Kristy Pernot & Sara Michaels.  Amanda Gallagher was 
absent.  Also present were Mayor Mary Ann Bottaro, Solicitor, Atty. Greg Skibitsky, Code officials Tom 
Craig & Lee Hampton, DPW supervisor, Rick Kamus & Borough Manager, Bonnie Arnone. 
 
 Mayor Bottaro led with the Pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
CITIZEN’S & TAX PAYERS COMMENTS: 
 
 Barb Wesnoski of 80 Butler St. spoke on the prospect of address changes for Butler St. as per the 
recommendation & request of Luzerne County and the 9-1-1 center.  She stated that the majority of 
Butler St. residents do not want this to happen & that Kingston should be contacted to propose the 
change of Kingston Butler St. addresses. 
 
 John Gallagher of 135 River St. stated that he felt council conducted themselves very well during 
the June meeting with members of Luzerne County and the 9-1-1 center and he feels that they are 
taking a county problem and making it a borough problem. 
 
 Alyssa Cooney of 140 Center St. gave a report on the upcoming events of the Parks & Recreation 
Advisory Board.  She also stated that new member, Vicki Coolbaugh who was to be sworn in tonight was 
unable to make the meeting.  Council was asked to provide once again this year with a handicap 
bathroom, light standards and the band shell.  Fall Fest will be held on 10/10/26 with a rain date of 
10/11/2026. 
 
 Ms. Devine thanked the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board for their continued volunteerism 
and dedication to hosting these events for the residents.  She further stated that they individuals are 
volunteering their time and they should not be contacted at their homes by residents for any reason. 
 
MINUTES AND REPORTS: These items have been provided to council for their review and will be voted 
on at August 3, 2026, council meeting: 
6/15/26 Council work session minutes   7/6/26 Council meeting minutes 
June 2026 Code Office Report – Tom Craig  June 2026 Code Report – Lee Hampton 
June 2026 Treasurer’s Report    June 2026 Tax Collector Report 
June 2026 Manager’s Time Sheets   7/14/26 Planning Commission mtg minutes 
June 2026 Kingston/Forty Fort fire chief report  June 2026 Police Department report 
 
 A request has been received from C-2 Development Co. for a 30-day extension for 900 Rutter 
Ave. lot consolidation.  Council was in favor of this extension which will be related to C-2 Development 
Co. and ratified by council vote at the August 2, 2026, council meeting. 



 A monthly updated report has been presented to council members from PFM regarding the 
potential sale of the Borough’s Sewer system.  It was noted that there will be two upcoming Teams 
meeting with PFM and other officials on this matter. 
 
 Council will once again discuss the topic of address changes for Butler St. residents at the next 
meeting and will consider a vote of council at the September 8th council meeting. 
 
 Council was made aware that a vote will be taken at the August 3, 2026, council meeting to 
approve fireworks at the 2026 National Night Out event.  Ms. Devine asked if there were any questions 
on this topic. 
 Amanda Gallagher has met with the COO of the Luzerne Foundation to inquire about the 
possibility of partnering with them for donations made to the Pollinator Garden Project in Forty Fort.  
Mr. Murray will attend one more meeting with them along with Ms. Gallagher to gather more 
information on this possibility. 
 
 The 2025 draft audit report from J.H. Williams & Co. has been distributed to council for review 
and will be on the agenda for a vote at the August 3, 2026, council meeting. 
 
 It was reported that Senator Lisa Baker & Representative Brenda Pugh will co-host a free license 
plate replacement at the Luzerne County Fairgrounds in Dallas, PA from 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM. 
 
 Information has been shared with residents regarding the recent discovery of West Nile Virus 
found in samples from Wyoming and West Pittston.  In this information, suggestions have been given on 
how to minimize the risks associated with this disease. 
 
AROUND THE TABLE: 
 
 Ms. Michaels reported that residents have called her to report that teenagers have been ringing 
their doorbells & running, which is very disturbing to these residents.  Mayor Bottaro will relate this 
information to the Chief.  She also stated that there will be a 4K walk on October 11, 2026, hosted by 
the Jones family with proceeds going to the Addiction Awareness programs. 
 
 Mr. Sieminski asked if the “Levy/Bike Trail” signs could be removed from River St. and Turner St.  
Council approved of our DPW removing them. 
 
 Ray Elias of the Volunteer Fire Co. reported that he will once again get pizza donated for 
National Night Out and the Fall Fest from Pizza Bella.  He also stated that talks are ongoing with the 
Columbia Volunteer Fire Co. regarding regionalization. 
 
 Mr. Craig, Zoning Officer, reported that the new employee, Matt Ogden, is working out well and 
he feels confident that he will be able to take full charge of the office upon his retirement on July 31, 
2026.  Mr. Craig also stated that the Planning Commission has approved the Land Development Plan for 
the Wyoming Valley Children’s Association which will be on the agenda for a council vote at the August 
3, 2026, meeting. 
 
 Mr. Kamus, DPW Supervisor, reported that they have cleaned the town up from the last bad 
storm this past weekend.  He also stated that the Dog Park is progressing nicely with the fence due to be 



fully up by weeks end.  He also spoke with council about changing the borough’s elevator inspection 
company from Otis to TKO. 
 
 Manager, Bonnie Arnone, reported that Mr. Crass from DCED was supposed to be present at 
this meeting to discuss a STMP grant for success planning/implementation as she will be retiring as of 
December 31, 2026.  Mr. Crass will now be invited to attend the August 3, 2026, council meeting for this 
presentation.  She also reported that she has received the official resignation letter from Mr. Craig 
effective July 31, 2026, which will be presented and voted on at the August 3, 2026, council meeting. 
 
 With there being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Devine & 
Seconded by Mr. Sieminski at 7:15 PM. 
 
 The next meeting will be held on Monday, August 3, 2026, at 6:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Bonnie Arnone, Borough Manager 
 
 


