FORTY FORT BOROUGH
WORK SESSION MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 18, 2024

Forty Fort Borough council held a work session on Monday, March 18, 2024 at the Borough
Bldg., 1271 Wyoming Ave., with President, Thomas J. Murray, Jr., presiding.

President Murray called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM with the following council members
present: Phil Mertz, Frank Mazza (first on phone then arriving at meeting), Cara Devine, David
Sieminski, Kristy Dadurka & Sara Michaels. Also present was Mayor Brian Thomas, Solicitor, Greg
Skibitsky, Police Chief Dan Hunsinger, DPW supervisor, Rick Kamus, Code Officials, Thomas Craig & Lee
Hampton and Borough Manager, Bonnie Arnone.

Mayor Thomas led with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
RESIDENTS & TAXPAYERS COMMENTS:

Ellen Beck, Tripp Manor, spoke on the importance of keeping the pool open. She asked what
the progress was of the committee formed to create a plan that could fund the pool’s needs going
forward as well as repairs needed now.

Jake Petrosky, 252 River St., asked for the pool to stay open.

Rob Craig, 1820 Wyoming Ave., asked why the FBI did not have a report on the 2023 fraud act
that occurred involving the Borough & Starr Uniform. Atty. Skibitsky explained that this portion of the
meeting was for comments and not questioning the council. Mr. Craig was told to submit Right to Know
requests for any further information.

Megan Thomas, 1124 Wyoming Ave., encouraged council to either have their meetings on Zoom
or record them and provide them to the public. She stated that perhaps Ms. Dadurka’s statement about
being blind sighted about the closure of the pool for 2024 was because of the number of meetings she
had missed.

MINUTES AND REPORTS:

Minutes and reports from the prior month were given to council for review and will be voted on
at the April 1, 2024 council meeting.

Ms. Devine reported that the Police Committee had met with the full-time police officers
regarding an accreditation stipend that would give each full-time officer quarterly payments of
$1,500.00 as long as the department maintained their accreditation status. This will be placed on the
agenda for a vote at the April 1, 2024 meeting. This payment will be made retroactive to January 1,
2024.

A contribution to the Kingston/Forty Fort Fire Department of $16,000.00 to be used towards the
purchase of a new ladder truck will be voted upon at the April 1, 2024 meeting. This amount was
included in the 2024 budget.



The annual Spring Clean-up event will be held the week of May 6-10, 2024 where residents may
purchase their permit for $50.00 to place items on a 3’ X 7’ section of their tree lawn/front yard area.
The deadline to purchase permits will be Friday, May 3, 2024.

Council will vote at the April 1, 2024 meeting on whether to hold a shredding event this year
where residents will be allowed to bring personal materials to be shredded. Luzerne County Recycling
Department will reimburse the borough 50% of the cost of this event which could amount to $750.00.

Ms. Dadurka, head of the pool committee, reported that they need to meet with Rick Kamus to
determine what the cost of the required repairs to the pool will be.

The Recreation Advisory Committee will be hosting their Easter event on Saturday, March 23,
2024 from 1-3 PM at the Forty Fort Park.

Chief Hunsinger stated that with the nicer weather upon us, police officers will increase their
patrols at the park. He also requested that camera upgrades be considered for key locations enabling
them to identify individuals, license plate numbers, etc.

Mr. Kamus noted that street sweeping would begin on Thursday, March 28 & be conducted
every Thursday & Friday after that.

Mr. Murray stated that an amendment to the Dogs and Animals Ordinance will be considered
and voted on to advertise at the April 1, 2024 meeting. This amendment would change 2-101
Definitions: Running at Large to: An animal that is not secured by a leash no longer than twelve feet
controlled by a human when on public property, including but not limited to streets, sidewalks and parks
or with or without a leash if on private property without the consent of the owner of such property.

A change to 2-102 Unlawful to allow dogs to run at Large to: It shall be unlawful for the owner
of any dog or dogs to allow or permit such dog or dogs to run at large in the Borough. It shall be
unlawful for any owner of an animal to place such animal or allow it to be placed in the custody of any
other person not physically capable of maintaining effective control of such animal. This section shall
not apply to any person who uses an animal while engaged in a supervised formal obedience training
class or show, or during formally sanctioned field trials. Dogs owned by any law enforcement agency,
while in the course of their duties, are exempt from these regulations.

With there being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Sieminski
at 6:45 PM and seconded by Ms. Michaels. The next meeting will be held on Monday, April 1,2024 at
6:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Bonnie Arnone
Borough Manager






